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To Chomley Turner, Eſq; Higb- Sheriff of 
the County of YORK. 
Sir Edmund Anderſon, Bart. Foreman 


William Fowlis, EV; © James Moyler, Eſq; 
William Huſtler, EZ/q,; Tho. Grimſton, Fun. Eſq; 
Leonard Thomp fon, Eſq; 3 William Burton, Eſq; 
Richard Sterne, Eſq; Mark Brathwaite, Z/q; 


Layton Fruin, Eſq; George Toulſon, Eſq; 
George Nelthrop, Eſq; William Stames, E/; 
Stephen Thompſon, E/q; Robert Pockley, E/q; 


William Woodyear, E/q; Cyrill Arthington, Eſq; 
William Tanckred, Eſq; ohn Turner, Eſq; 
Anthony Eyre, E/; homas Yarbrough, £E/q; 
Samuel Marwood, Eſq; 5 John Smith, Eſq; 
Joh Hutton, Eſq; William Beckwith, E/q, 
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ohn Dodſworth, Eſq; 2 Charles Bathuiſt, E/q; 
dward Place, E/q; &- Hugh Montgomery, E/q; 
Hugh Bethell, E/;  Haywod Currer, Eq; 


Gentlemen of the Grand- Jury for the ſaid County. 


GENTLEMEN, 


Lmoft Thirty Tears ſpent in a 

Laborious and Careful Em- 
ployment, which allow'd little Lei- 
ſure for otber Studies, forced me to 
fear, that more Defefis muſt be in 
this, than other Diſcourſes fnub- 
liſhed on the lite Occaſion ; other- 
wiſe I ſhould not have doubted, whe- 
tber what you approv'd, would be 
uſeful and acceptable tothe Publick. 
Hence I became apprehenſive, that 
your 
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DEDICATION. 


your Complaiſance to the Preacher, 


might mclme you to thmk a little 
too favourably of the Sermon: And 
this made me leſs yielding to your 
Requeſt, than in Good Manners [I 
ought to have been; tho* ſenſible of 


your Goodneſs and unmerited Gvi- 


[ities to both. 


But many of Tou having detlared 
your Hopes, that this View of Juſtice 
may recommend it to ſome, wbo now 
diſregard it; and revive amongſt us 
to the great Good of the Kingdom 
a moſt Excellent, but generally de- 
cay d Vertue: I ſubmit to your Judy- 
ment rather than my own ; and 
ſhould be pleas'd to undergo ſome 
Cenſure, while Tobey your Commands, 


and deſign to contribute ſomei bing 


to the Welfare of our Natroe Coun- 
try, whoſe Proſperity is the moſt ar- 
dent Wiſh of, Gentlemen, | 
Tour moſt Obliged, 
and moi Obedient, 
Humble Servant, 


Tho. Clarke. 
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Proverbs 14th. 34. the 
Firſt Clauſe. 


Righteouſneſs Exaltetha 


Nation. 


HE Moſt conſtant and the 
moſt earneſt Deſire of the 
beſt and wiſeſt Men in all 

Ages, has been that of Exalting the 
Nation, which Providence has Ap- 
pointed to be the Place of their 
Birth. And indeed the Diſtinc- 
tion, which they have made, be- 
tween this and all other Vertues 
muſt be juſt; if it be (as doubtleſs 
it 


The True Foundation 
it is) the moſt Noble, the moſt Hu- 
mane and the moſt Generous De- 
fire of a Sociable Creature: How- 
over they may have miſtaken in the 
Means of promoting this; they 
did not miſtake in the End, which 
they propoled. For whenever we 
read the Hiſtory of the Actions of 
ſuch Perfons, who have preferr'd 
the Publick to their Private Good; 
and have labour'd to add to the 
Riches and Glory of their Native 
Country: We are ſtruck with Ad- 
miration, and an high Eſteem of 
their Deſigns ; tho' we do not en- 
tirely approve of their Manner of 
doing it. 

It is true, no bad and vicious 
Mm can be a deſirable Friend or 
Neighbour : but yet the moſt de- 
WTullii Office Lib. 1. Cap. 18. Pag. 63, 64. Edit. Grev. 
Omnium Societatum nulla eſt gravior, nulla carior, 
J__ ea, quz cum Repub. eſt unicuiqʒ noſtrum : cari 
unt Parentes, cari Liberi, propinqui, familiares : 
Sed omnis omnium Caritates Patria una complexa 
eft. Pro qua quis bonus dubitet Mortem oppetere, 
6 ei fit protuturus ? Quo deteſtabilior eſt iſtorum 


immanitas, qui lacerarunt omni Scelere Patriam & 
in ea funditus delenda occupati ſunt & fuerunt. 


teſtable 
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* 
off a Nation's Greatneſs, 
teſtable are fach, who barbaronſly 
delight in the Diviſions, Calami- 
ties and Ruin of their Country. 
And therefore good Princes and 
Magiſtrates have for their better 
Conduct been Efleemd and Ho- 
vou d by the People, as their com- 
mon Father: becauſe they ſtudied 
with Unweariedneſs its Unzon, Prof- 
perity and Greatneſs, Many Me- 
thods of effecting this have been 
found out.; and each have had 
their different Admirers, accor- 
ding to the different Genius of 
the People, where they were pro- 
poſed. The Grecian recommended 
Political Wiſdom ; the Roman Cou- 
rage; the Phænician Commerce; 
as the beſt Means to exalt a Na- 
tion: But Solomon, the wiſeſt of 


Kings by Experience, and much 


more by the divine Direction af- 
forded him, ſettles this Grandeur 
of a Natton or People upon the 
ſolid and durable Foundation of 
Juſtice or Righteouſneſs, - 
B But 
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The True Foundation 
Rut here it mult be own d, that 
Righteouſneſs in this Place is ge- 
nerally taken for an Univerſal Ver- 
tue, including under its complex 
Idea, every Duty towards God, our 
Neighbour and Ourſelves and op- 

{ed to Sin and Vice in general, 
in the following Clauſe. Righte- 
ouſneſs exalteth a Nation : but Sin 
is a Reproach to any People. That 
is, Vertues of every Kind advance; 
and every Sin or Vice diſgraces 
and undoes a People. This Senſe 
is pious, and that which we find 
in all the Ancient and Modern 
Verſions : and it would ill become 
me to condemn it in this Place 
from whence every Vertue is re- 


"commended. But the moſt natu- 


ral and unforc'd Tranſlation of the 
Perſe, according to the Order and 
Emphaſis of the Words, || ſeems to 
be this: Righteouſneſs exalteth a 
Nation; but the Mercy of a People is 
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of a Nation's Greatneſs. 
a Sin-Offering. Implying that Acts 
of Juſtice make a Nation great, as 
Acts of Mercy and Charity ap- 
peaſe the Diſpleaſure of God and 
Man. According to St. Peter, 
II. Ep. 4. 8. Charity ſhall cover the 
Multitude of Sms. This I take to 
be the moſt Eaſie and Literal Expo- 
ſition of the Paſſage : and to be a 
. great Recommendation of Righ- 
teouſneſs to everyOne, who is a true 
Friend and Lover of his Country. 
But I would not be underſtood 
to exclude other Vertues, as little 
beneficial to Society: They all 
contribute ſomething to our Hap- 
pineſs and Proſperity: And tho? Ju- 
ſtice does the moſt; it does not do 
the Whole. The ſacred Books aſ- 
ſure us; that by Faith we are ſa- 
ved : but they do not mean this 
excluſrve of Good Works built 
thereupon. And agreeably to this 
Idiom of Scripture, I would beg 
Leave to point out to you ſome of 
the many Advantages, which Ju- 
; = {tice 
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The True Foundation 


ſtice (as commonly underſtood ). 
does bring to every People, who. 
will be ſo wile, as to practice it. 

This Argument, I hope, may not 

be unſuitable to the Occaſion of 

This Aſſembly ; and therefore 1 

requeſt the Favour of your Atten- 

tion, whilſt I endeavour to ſhew 


Firſt, The zn of the Other 
Means, which have been ſuppos'd 
to be capable of Exalting a Na- 
tion. And, Loot 


Secondly, That Righteouſneſs is the 


eft and moi} proper Means of 
Exaltms it. | 


Fir, That Other Means are in- 
{ufficient for this Purpoſe, I ſhall 
prove fully enough, if I can evi- 
dently diſcover the Defects, which 

attend Theſe Three, which have 
been always, thought to make the 

_ faireſt Pretenſions to it; namely, 
Wiſdom, Courage and Commerce. 6 
| 1 
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of a Nation's Greatneſs. 7 

The firſt of theſe (Wiſdom) de- 
{ſerves our Admiration. God Him- 
ſelf has told us, That the Man of 
Underſtandmmgs is of an excellent 
Spirit, Prov. 17: 27. And I would 
be ſo far from weakening the Force 
of the Argument againſt me, that 
I readily own it a great Felicity to 
any People, to have Princes and 
their Miniſters ; Magiſtrates and 
all publick Officers endow'd with 
Wiſdom. This will enable em to 
correct Errours, which by degrees 
muſt creep into every Govern- 
ment; this will enable em to ſup- 
ply many Defects, and retrench 
many Superfluities ; this will ena- 
ble em to provide things neceflary 
for the Peace, Plenty and Riches of 
their Subjects at Home; and to 
guard againſt their being over- 
reach d in their Leagues and Al- 
liances Abroad. 

But of how great Eſteem ſoe- 
ver this may be, it owes its true 
Worth and Value to ſuſtice, 28 

muſt 


The True Foundation 
muſt always be united with it : 
Without which, it degenerates in- 
to Artifice and Fraud ; and as of- 
ten Enſlaves and Impoveriſhes, as 
Enlarges the Liberties and Proper- 
lies of the People, However Men 
may admire Human Policy, the 
PſalmiSt and St. Paul teach us, in 
the 94th Plalm, ver. 11. and I. Cor, 
3: 20. That the Lord knoweth the 
Thoughts of the Wiſe, that they are 
vain ; and that He taketh ſuch m 
their own Craſtineſs. 

This Point is happily determin'd 
for us by the Roman Orator. * Ju- 
ſtice without Wiſdom has over tis a 

ſufficient Sway : but to Wiſdom wit h- 
out Juſtice we have no Regard. For 
the more artificial and inſinuating 
any one is; the more deteſted and 
ſuſpeded he is, while we believe 
Bim deſtitute of Probity. And in 


— 


* Offic. Lib. 2. Cap. 9. Pag. 218. Edit. Grev. Ju- 
ſtitia fine Prudentia ſatis habeat Authoritatis: Pru- 
dentia fine Juſtitia nihil valeat ad faciendam fidem. 
Quo enim quis verſutior & callidior eſt, hoc inviſior 


& ſuſpeCtior, detracta opinione probitatis, 
TEE ano- 


of a Nation's Greatneſs. 
another Piece, ꝶ in the Candidates 


for Great Offices, Innocence, Vir- 
tue and Honour, (not Policy, Wiſ- 
dom and Eloquence) are conſidered. 
The Roman People chole Magi- 
ſtrates as Stewards of the Com- 
mon-Wealth ; in whom, if other 
Arts be found, it admits of 'em ; 
if not, it is content with their u- 
ſtice and Innocence. But I might 
have left the Concluſion of this 
Argument. to yourlelves, if you 
would be pleas'd to ask yourſelves 
this plain Queſtion : Whether you 
could think yourſelves ſo happy 
(as J hope you all do) under the 


— 


Orat. Pro. ra 25. Pag. 600. 4 Fol. Grev. 
Eait. Virtus, Probitas, Integritas in candidato, non 
Linguz volubilitas, non Ars, non Scientia requiri ſo- 
let. Ut nos in Mancipiis parandis, quamvis frugi 
Hominem, {i pro fabro, aut pro textore emimus, 
terre moleſte ſolemus; fi eas . quas in emendo 


ſecuti ſumus, forte neſciverit: Sin autem emimus, 
quem villicum imponeremus, quem Pecori præfice- 
remus, nihil in Eo, niſi Frugalitatem, Laborem, Vi- 
gilantiam eſſe curamus. Sic Pop. Rom. deligit Ma- 
giſtratus, quaſi Reipub. villicos ; in quibus fi qua 
præterea eſt Ars, facile patitur : ſin minus, Virtuts 
corum & Innocentia contentus eſt, 


Pre- 


The True Foundation 
Preſent Adminiſtration, were ye 
not perſuaded, that: the Juſtice of 
your Governours was equal to 
their Wiſdom ! Again 

Secondly, When we conſider the 
Prodigious Growth of Countries 
under Fortunate and Warlike Prin- 
ces, we may. be induc'd to. judge 
too favourably of Courage; as the 
thing; which contributes the moſt 
to the Exaltation of Nations. And 
indeed when a People is invaded 
by Unjuſt and Powerful: Neigh- 
bours ; or. rent in Pieces. and op- 

preſſed by wicked, factious and 
rebellious Country-men; it is a 
Vertue greatly beneficial, and the 
only Bulwark, next to the Divine 
Protection, on which they can de- 
pend. 'J 
It is a Noble Greatneſs and Firm- 
nels of Soul, in the General Terraur 
and Conſternation of a City, not 
to be ſhaken : But to dare to meet 
and Rem the Torrent of Enemies 
breaking in, and bearing 1 

| | . | a 
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of a Nation's Greatneſs. 


all before them: To hear with- 
out Diſmay the Signal for an 
unequal Battle; to ſee Swords di- 
ed in Blood approach you, and 
your deareſt Friend fall down 
mangled beſides you; and even 
then to prels forward and prevent 
the Danger of others, by expoſing 
your own Life to the utmoſt Dan- 
ger; is a Behaviour great and won- 
derful! For our Religion and 
Laws; our Lives and Liberties, not 
only to ſubmit to Wounds and 
Death ; but (when Providence has 
made it nece{lary for their Preſer- 
vation) to deſire 'em: has in all 
Ages, and amongſt all People been 
delervedly honoured, and juſtly 
admired. | 
But vet Solomon aſſures us, Prov. 
28. 1. That the Righteous only are 
thus bold as Lions, And we all 
know, that when Fortitude in the 
Prince or People is deſtitute of Ju- 
ſtice, it immediately becomes the 
| + moſt 
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moſt oppoſite thing in the World 
to the Vertue it would perſonate. 
Its End is to ruin, not to relieve 
the wretched; to trample upon 
and deſtroy, not to defend and 
vindicate; to enſlave and murder, 
not to preſerve Liberty and Life. 
Of this, I think, you are not in- 
clin'd to approve. It is a Magna- 
nimity truly valuable; when it at- 
tends the Cauſe of ſuſtice: with- 
out which it is Cruelty, Inhuma- 
nity, Salvageneſs. 

When the moſt zealous and diſ- 
cerning Patriot in the Republick 
of Athens, ſaw the Macedonian 
Greatnels founded upon Policy 
and Conqueſt ;and theſe unſupport- 
ed by Juſtice, he foretells its Fall. 


n 


—— — 


* Jullii Offic. Lib. 1. Cap. 19. Pag. 69. Edit. Grev. 
Ea animi elatio, quæ cernitur in Periculis & Labo- 
ribus, fi Juſtitia vacat, pugnatque non pro ſalute 
communi, ſed pro ſuis commodis, in Vitio eft, Non 
enim modo id Virtutis non eſt, ſed potius Immani- 
tatis, omnem Humanitatem repellentis. 


n 


e It is no ways poſſible (He ſays) 
* for an unjuſt, a per jur d and per- 
* fidious Perſon, to be able to pre- 
* {erve his Acquiſitions in Sy 
* They may once, or for a Time 
* perchance, hold out, and promiſe 
* mighry Hopes: but at length He 
*© muſt be diſcover'd, and all muſt 
* fall to the Ground. For as the 
“Foundation of Houſes and Shi 
© muſt be of ſolid Materials: fo 
* ſhould the Principles and Foun- 
dation of our Actions be Truth 
4 and Juſtice, in order to their 
< Stability.” 

To fee their Country made great 
by Wrongs and Rapine, car be the 


+ Demoſthenes Olynth. zd. Pag. 13. Edit, Par. 1570+ 
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The True Foundation 
uy of No Good Men. All ſuch 
believe no Private Malefactor can 
be Crimmal to the Degree of Thoſe 
Princes, who make 1t their Delight 
to Extend their Conqueſts; to burn 
Cities; to ravage Countries, and 
to triumph over the Dzſtreſſes of 
4 Widows and Orphans, What vain 
Glory it may be to ſuch Monarchs, 
4 I cannot tell; but we have ſeen in 
$ our Days the People of ſuch a 
1 Neighbouring Prince by this greatly 
E haraſsd and impoveriſh'd : And . 
14 bowever the former might imagine 
Himſelf exalted ; the latter ſenſi- 
$I bly felt themſelves brought low 
10 and diſtreſſed, What other Na- 

1 tions may deſire, I cannot tell; but 
1 the Situation of our Country; the 

Nature of our own Government, 
and the Experience of former 
Times convince us, that Nothing 
can make us an happier People than 
a peaceable Enjoyment of gur Li- 
berties and Rights. ; 


{|| 
1 

| 
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of a Nation's Greatneſs. 


It is not then either Wiſdom or 
Courage, that cauſe the Happineſs 
and Grandeur of a Nation : but 
Juſtice, which gives to Wiſdom 
and Courage a Reputation, a Maje- 
ſty, and a Venerableneſs; by which 
they become ſubſervient to it. 
Let us enquire _ | 

Thirdly, Whether Commerce may 
not be eſteem'd more able than 
the other Two to effect this? To 
this, I confeſs, we are indebted 
for much of our Wealth, and for 
the Ule of many Commodities, 
which our Climate has denied us, 
and without which we could not 
live ſo happily. By this we pro- 
vide at the {ame time for the 
Wants of far diſtant Countries, 


—— 


and of our own ; by this we 


find Encouragement for the Indu- 
ſtry of Artificers, and prevent the 
Waſt and Decay of thoſe Fruits, 
with which Providence would o- 


therwile have too abundantly en- 
rich'd 
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rich'd us. St. Chryſoſtom y has ta- 


ken Notice of this in a very lively 
manner. * Leaſt (lays He) the 
Length of the Journey ſhould diſ- 
courage Men from meeting toge- 
ther; God has made the Sc a more 
compendious Way to most Places 
upon the Earth. That the Inhabi- 
tante of the World might be like 
the Inhabitants of the ſame Houſe, 


meeting often together; each im- 


parting to his Nerghbour, and with 


Eaſe receiving ſomethmg from him. 


And thus he that poſſeſſes a ſmall 


t Vide Chryſoſt. Tom, 6. Edit. Sav. Pag. 157. 
* Ti av Tis tir THY g Ts imiyutias. fvxoniay u- 
Aru ü,; Tye tag A Tis bdoirogiac 78 wires A- 
Teer) Wrotro Tis awlevias Tis rde A, Tu 0paliges 
%% Thy «ev Tevlax's tis yis 6 Geis. iv 
Gra Nee Wa Thy 'orceuions , Tra baut 
Tap «vhs Ca x Tulv Taþ iaurs inagos 
To Tani witadliſu, su hug avridauCevn Yd meg 
zee, xa) hr Tg yis pitos na, gory 
ardene xugios Gr, Tay Tayreys Yiwu dmroraui 
v 1a7 vv ige xalaTy in} Yale,, mhevias, 
Sear 7 Sairvuwav To TagaTiNipevh c/ury t TH) 
gh Nn, Y Tigarrjubrel {VT inal, mY 
Xt7e« w vor dVartivalra. 


Piece 


of a Nation's Greatneſs. 
Piece of Ground, becomes like a Lord 


of the whole Earth, and enjoys bat 


is ext raordmary any where. Every 
Perſon now, as at a magnificent Ta- 
ble, imparts only by ſtretebing out 
his Hand, what is choice to a diſtant 
Friend, and receives the like in 
Return. 

The Obſervation is juſt, and yet 
we may add, That few Nations 
have received from this greater 
Advantages than our own. But 
then we ſhould enquire, What is 
the Foundation of Traffick? Is it 
not an Opinion of Juſtice and 
Honeſty in thoſe, with whom we 
have to do? Doubtleſs we may 
aſſert, That Trade is ſeldom be- 
gun; more rarely renewed, and 
never long continu'd, where Fi- 
delity is found, or even ſriſpected 
to be wanting. If the Merchan- 
dize be bad; the Price exorbi- 
tant; the Correſpondent deceit- 
ful: Leagues may permit; Im- 
munities encourage; but not pre- 

ſerve, 
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ſerve, or ſettle a laſting Correl- 
pondence. 

Hence therefore we infer, That 
it is Righteouſneſs and Integrity 
which thus Enrich. Theſe are the 
Ground of Mutual Credit, and 
Confidence, and Dependence : 
Which alone are able to eſtabliſh a 
general, gainful and permanent 
Commerce. 

We have now examin'd, what 
may be alledg'd in Behalf of Vi 
dom, Courage and Commerce, tor 
the Advancement of a Nation : 
And find their Inſufficiency 0 
plainly appear, that the two for- 
mer cannot have ſo much as the 
Name of Vertues; nor the laſt any 
Duration without Juſtice, And 
muſt not this give us the higher 
Idea of Righteouſnels ; when we 
find every thing beneficial to So- 
cieties to borrow from it that, by 
which it becomes Eftimable  Pro- 
ceed we now to confirm more di- 
rectly our next General Head, 

Secondly, 


——ꝓ—ᷣ———— — — 
—— — — 


of 4 Nation's Greatneſs. 


Secondly, That Righteouſneſs is 


the beſt and mod proper Means of 
Exalting a Nation. 


This is the Chief even of the 
Cardinal Vertues, and is defin'd to 
be a Diſtributer of what is due to 
every One: And if it do ſo, it 
mult promote the Welfare of the 
Whole ; while it extends its Care 
to Every Individual. Eſpecially if 
it anſwer Ariſtotle's Character of 
it, who calls it the + Political 
Good, or the Thing Univerſally Ex- 
pedaent. 

This Truth may perhaps be- 
come the plainer, ſhould we com- 
pare the Body Politick with the 

Body Natural; which in antient 
. Times has been often done, and 


— 
0 


. T Nexiloxdy 45 & 75 % ß cue. Pol. 
Lib. 3. Cap. 8. Pag. 326. Edit. Heins. 
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thought the cleareſt Illuſtration. 
* While ohr Food is duly diſtri- 
buted to. every Part, the Body 
grows equally, and is healthy and 
ſtrong, and able to diſcharge its 
Offices : But if the Nouriſhment 
be diſpoſed of with Partiality ; 
one Limb {wells above its Natural 
Size; While other pine and wi- 
ther. And as the ſeveral Orders 
and Degrees of Men in every Na- 
tion depend upon, and are as ne- 
ceſſary to one another, as the Parts 
of the Body are to the Whole: 
The Community mu be injur'd 
by the Neglect of any uſeful Mem- 
ber; and grow feeble in hat Part, 
which is depriv'd of what is due 


* Orat. Men. Agrip. Liu. Lib. 2. Cap. 32. 
Senec. de Ira Lib, 2. Cap. 31. Nefas eſt nocere 
Patriz, ergo civi quoque ; nam hic Pars Pa- 
triæ eſt. Sanctæ partes ſunt, ſi univerſum 
Venerabile eſt, ergo & Homini. Nam hic in 
Majore Urbe tibi civis eſt. Quid ſi nocere 
velint Manus Pedibus; Manibus Oculi? Ut 
omnia inter ſe Membra conſentiant, quia 
ſingula conſervari totius intereſt. 


— 


of a Nation's Greatneſs, 
to it. And no leſs monſtrous 


and diſproportionate to the other 
Parts do ſuch Perſons become, 


who claim and ſeize upon more 
than is due. Theſe are bloated 
and ſwoln: While thoſe are de- 
cay'd and ſhriveled. But the 
Beauty, the Greatneſs and Happi- 
neſs of a State is owing to Encou- 
ragements Univerſally given ac- 
cording to the Proportion, which 
Cuſtom, Law and Prudence di- 
rect. 

Families are likewiſe the Mo- 
del in little of the largeſt Go- 
vernments. And when in theſe 
each performs, as he is in Duty 
i his proper Functions wi th 
Honeſty, and aſſiſts his Fellow-Ser- 
vants, and delights to promote the 
Common Intereſt ; and the Maſter 


on his part duly rewards their 
Faithfulneſs with Protection, En- 


couragement and Fſteem : That 


Houſhold is in a Way to increaſe 
and grow in Wealth, in Union, in 
D 2 Order 
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Order, in Vertue and every thing, 
which can add to the Perfection 


and Happineſs of it. 


But when on the other Hand 
every Perſon in theſe diſregards 
how much that Community may 
decline; while his private Good 
is advanc'd ; And propoſes No- 
thing but his own Greatneſs or 
Gain: He will in the End find 
nothing but Loſſes and Diſtreſs in 
the Common Calamity. And e- 
qual Miſchiefs alſo attend the Ini- 
quity of the Governour. When 
He preys upon and devours: Not 
guards hs encourages his Dome- 


| ſticks. Their Eſteem on Courle 


muſt ceaſe; their Care muſt be 
Jjudg'd uſeleſs, and their Induſtry 
Folly. Thus not they only ; but 
He likewile will be oppreſs'd by 
his Own Oppreſſions: And thus 
He will looſe a Reaſonable Power 
and Gain, by endeavouring to get 
{uch as was unreaſonable. 


In 


—— U- „% 


of a Nation's Greatneſs. 

In the like manner Reaſon and 
Experience teach us, that all hap- 
py and deſirable Effects flow from 
Juſtice to all the greater Bodies of 
Men: Tho' our narrow Minds, be- 
cauſe of the Largeneſs of the Ob- 
ject, cannot ſo eaſily view them 
at once. But thus we may, I 
hope, be ſenſible of em. Let us 
repreſent to Ourſelves this deſira- 
ble Scene. And I wiſh to God 
for your ſake and mine own, 
that it were not merely Notional, 
but every where to be found ; and 
then in any even the loweſt Rank 
we ſhould be happy to a degree 
deſerving Envy. Let us ſuppoſe 
then all Men in their ſeveral Sta- 
tions directing their Actions by 


the Guidance of this E 
P 


Vertue. Princes no longer gra 

at Power or New Dominions: But 
as Fathers of their People, they 
watch over em to defend, enrich 
and make em eaſie. Ihe Nobles 


are afraid to grow inſolent, and 


for- 
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forget, that their Vaſſals a ꝙ their 
Brethren: And therefore they ſtoop 
the lower; the higher they are 
placed. Inferiors perceive, That 
Order requires ſome to be poſted, 
where they are: Anil with Plea- 


ture ſubmit ; becaule tho? their 


Honour be leſs, ſo are their Cares 
and Dangers hkewile. Equals 
converle together with good Na- 
ture and Frankneſs ; and rejoice 
{incerely at one another's 5 {- 
ſings : becauſe every one is content 
with his own; and loves his 
Neighbour as Himſelf. If Dit 
putes ſhou'd arile ; they are de- 
termin d with Candour. Every 
Man's Perſon, Eſtate and Reputa- 
tion is ſecure from Aflaults, In- 
Juſtice or Calumny: Becauſe none 
can in this Golden Age of Juſtice 
do, what themſelves are unwil- 
ling to ſuffer. Princes do not 
ſtand in Need of Guards, or Or- 
phans of Guardians: The Autho- 
rity of thoſe being ſacred; the 


Pro- 
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of a Nation's Greatneſs, 


Property of theſe not coveted. ” 


For Publick Services Men are not 
envied ; but preferred. This adds 
Life to uſeful and beneficial Arts, 
and cheriſhes ſuch as are entertain- 
ing and polite, And wou'd you 
not think theſe Bleſſed Times? 
When Righteouſnels thus runs 
on 1n many and mighty Streams : 
All is Love, and Peace, and Plen- 
ty, and Quietneſs. Hatred, Strife, 
Poverty and Contention are un- 
known. Do not yon wiſh, my 
Brethren, to live in ſuch a World 
as this? I know you do. And 
Oh ! that I could perſwade you 
and rhe whole World to make 
a Tryal of this Sure Way to Hap- 
pineſs : That theſe Halcyon-Days 
might immediately begin | Few 
would be the Wants and Evils, 
which we ſhould feel : Many the 
Joys and Pleaſures, which we 
ſhould taſte. Things below would 
relemble thoſe Above ; where all 
is Juſtice, Fulneſs and „ 
ut 


25 


26 


* 


The True Foundation 


But alas l it is impoſſible, that 
Beings with ſo large a Portion of 
Self- Love in their Compoſition, 
and ſo ſhort-ſighted, as Men are, 


ſhou'd not ſometimes incline to 


their Paſſions and private Interest, 
and ſo diſturb the publick Proſpe- 
rity : But when this falls out, 
Juſtice has ſtill in Reſerve ano- 
ther Means of Exalting a Nati- 
on, which conſiſts in a due Exe- 
cution of Law, N 

Law as well as Morality; en- 
Joins Things Honeſt, and for- 


bids the contrary : With this Dif- 


ference notwithſtanding, that not 
only teaches what is expedient; 
but enforces alſo its Inſtructions 
by neceſſary Penalties and Correc- 


tion. And thus it bends the obſti- 


nate and perverſe, who would not 
have other wiſe liſtened to, or com- 
ply'd with the other. Some gentl- 
er Natures it leads and directs : 
The more fierce and intracta- 
ble it affrights and ſubdues. 

8 


r . w ˙w˙ — 


_ 
of 4 Nation's Greatneſs. 


Has this Perſon invaded the 
Property of another; Executive 
Juſtice by the Mouth of the 
Publick Magiſtrate commands 
him to repair the Damages done. 
Is another Malefactor become 
dangerous to all, with whom he 
may converle : Him it brands - | 
with outward Marks of Infamy ; = 
that all may beware of Him. | 
The Bloody-Minded and Incor- 
rigible it puniſhes with Death: 
Both to deter others from the like 
Offences ; and to perſuade Ef- 
fectually to Juſtice, by the ſhame- 
ful and miſerable End of every 
Kind of un juſt Actions. 
I ſhould now have concluded 
this Head, preſuming it no longer 
doubtful : But I cannot pals by, 
without omitting ſomething of 
my Duty, the greateſt, . tho' an in- 
viſible Means, by which Juſtice 
renders a Nation Great and Flou- 
riſhing, . For as God the Giver of 
all Good Things is Juſt and Righ- 


E  teous: 
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teous: So he has promis'd "i 
to enrich Nations that are Juſt. 
The Effect of Righeouſneſs (He 
has told us) is Peace and Secu- 
rity 1 goon? 1 33: F 4 
King ſhall reign in Righteouſneſs 
ther 1s, ſhall be Glorious, Axe | 
Himſelf and his People do Iuſtice. 
And according to this Method 
we find Him to have acted al- 
ways; baniſhing and deſtroying 
deceitful and unjuſt Kingdoms; 
and crowning the Juſt with 
Honour and Proſperity. 
Thus we ſee Juſtice raiſe all 
Communities, where it is ob- 
ſervd, firſt by introducing Acti- 
ons beneficial to the whole; in 
the next Place, by reſtraining 
every thing detrimental; and 
laſtly, by bringing down upon 

'em the Bleſſing of God. 
Draw we now to a Concluſion. 
And fince we find our Country's 
Greatneſs to depend upon: this 
Vertue : Let us not foohſhly_im- 
mãgine 
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of a Nation's Greatneſs. 
magine our ſelves Friends or 
Lovers of it ; if we do not 


weigh our Actions in the Bal- 
lance of Juſtice. No Zeal in Diſ- 


pute; no Wiſdom in Council; 


no Bravery in the Field; no Skill 
in our Calling can attone for the 
Want of this. Theſe are com- 
mendable and of good Report; 


if at the lame time we be Juſt 


and Honeſt Men. | 


Secondly, Since Juſtice is the 


greatelt Bleſſing : Injuſtice muſt 
be the greateſt Misfortune of a 
People. - Hence we learn, how 


much we owe to uncorrupt Ma- 
giſtrates; to the Profeſſors of Law, 
and to all Officers, even thoſe 
of the meaneſt Figure, who con- 


tribute towards the Baniſhment 
of ſo much Milery out of the 
World, as Iniquity introduces. 
And hence in all civiliz'd Na- 


tions {uch Perſons have been a- 
dorn'd with Marks of Honour 


and Reſ pes. Ind 


oed good Men; 


E 2 can», 
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cannot always rejoice at the Pomp- 
nd Magnificent Entry of Gene- 
rals returning from the Conqueſt 
of the Enemies of their Country; 
becauſe Wars are not always juſt. 
But ſure they muſt delight to ſee 
Law and juſtice come to ſupport 
the Diſtreſsd, to vindicate Inno- 
cence, to chaſtize Oppre ſſion and 
to triumph over Fraud and Ra- 
pine, and Murders, and Treaſons, 
the greateſt Subverters of all So- 

cieties. . 

I know, I ſpeak your Senti- 
ments, when I declare no Nati- 
on to have wiler Laws than we 
have : Or generally more favour- 
ably executed for the Security of 
the Peoples Rights. But that all 
theſe Advantages would be loſt 
by any Byaſs upon thoſe, who are 
entruſted with the Execution of 
'em. I would therefore conjure 
all ſuch, ſeriouſly to weigh the 
Importance of the Truſt repoſed 
m em; the ſolemn Oaths nen 

an 
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a Nations Greatneſs, 31 
and the Blackneſs of the Crime 
of Injuſtice, which makes us Ene- 
mies to God, our ſelyes, and the 
whole Kingdom. ACER 

To conclude, Since God's Judg- 
ments are ſeverely denounc'd a- 
gainſt Injuſtice above all other 
Sins; And St. Peter. has aſſur d us, 
the Unrighteous are reſerwd to be 
puniſl'd at the Day of judgment; 
and St. Paul, that Wrath is re- 
veabd from Heaven againſt the un- 
righteous: And that they ſhall be 
damn'd that take Pleaſure in Un- 
righteouſneſs. Let this make us 
fear and conſider. It is very hard 
to attone for this Crime: With- 
out Reſtitution, we do not re- 
pent. And this may convince us, 
that there is no Gain in unfair 
Dealings; becauſe we muſt ſoon 
reſigne it. Let us vie with one 
another in juftice, and be very 
careful not to be unjuſt then: 
When we are to correct the bad 


Eflects 


32 TheTrue Foundation, &c. 
Effects of Injuſtice. Let us not 
give a new Inſtance of that Sin, 
which God and Man call upon 
us to deſtroy as much as is in our 
Power: And to this we have a 
Motive, to which nothing need be 
added. +Juſtice univerſally prac- 
tiſed, would make an Heaven 
upon Farth ; and at laſt help to 
tranſlate us from Earth to Heaven. 
Which God of his infinite Mercy 
grant, for Chriſt his Sake. 


Now to God the Father. Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribd 
all Dominion, Praiſe and Nor- 


ſhip for evermore. Amen. 
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